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by Thomas L. Cooke, Esq ; and a very curious and interesting account of " the Pagan Cemetery 
at Ballon-Hill, County Uarlow," by Mr. Graves ; a paper from which we regret our limits do not 
permit us to quote ; but we trust many of our readers will study it iu the pages of the Transact whs. 
Two papers on " Folk Lore," one on the " Olden Pastimes of Kilkenny," and one misnamed " the 
Inauguration of Cathal Crubhdhearg O'Conor, King of Coimaught," complete the Transactions : 
but along with them is published a fasciculus of the " Proceedings" of the Society : a series of notes 
of papers read, and discussions which took place at its meetings, daring the year 1S53 : from which 
many interesting facts may be gleaned. The real antiquarian will always hail with pleasure the 
successive publications of the Kilkenny Society, while it pursues its present useful and judicious 
course. "VVhv have we no similar institution in the North of Ireland ? 



The Most Interesting of the Ancient Crosses of Ireland : carefully measured, and lithographed ly 
Henry O'Neill. — London, Ackerman, Strand ; Bell, Fleet-Street ; and Gambart, Berner's- 

Street, Oxford-Street. — Large Folio. 

While so many causes of ruin and decay are continually operating, there is danger lest some of 
the ancient stone crosses which attract the admiration of the artists and antiquaries of ail countries, 
who have visited Ireland, may be lost to art and even to memory ; and it was a happy thought to 
preserve them in a series of engravings, faithfully representing them, ou a scale that permits their 
execution to be seen and appreciated. The work could not have been undertaken by a gentleman 
more competent in every respect to do it justice, than Mr. O'Neill. With a warm — we might say 
enthusiastic — admiration of ancient Irish art, he combines antiquarian lore, artistic skill, untiring 
perseverance, and a style as clear and glowing as hi3 own wonder-working pencil. His work is to 
be completed in six parts, each comprising six plates with descriptive letter-press. Four parts, con- 
taining tweuty-four plates, have already appeared ; and the conclusion of the volume may be looked 
for at no distant time. Were we to speak of the part which has been published, as our feelings 
prompt, we should be thought by those who have not seen Mr. O'Neill's volume to speak in terms 
of extravagant eulogy : but, persons who have examined it, will know that it would be difficult to 
speak of it more highly than its merits deserve. Suffice it to say, that, for interest of the subjects 
drawn and described, — for beauty, grace, and freedom of execution, — for skilful grouping, and rich- 
ness of effect, — -we know not the work on Irish scenery which could be put in comparison with it. 
As studies of landscape, these drawings are worth far more than the very moderate sum at which 
they are offered to the public ; while to the antiquary and the student they are invaluable. We 
hope they will be extensively known : — wherever they are known they cannot fail to be admired. 



